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evidently very proud of his possessions, and is perpetually
planting trees and taking his guests to see them grow.*

Prince Bismarck, at the time, was suffering, not only
from a bilious attack, but also from an acute access of
his perpetual obsession ; namely his nightmare of some
agreement or understanding between France, Russia
and England. He was only too glad to see France
indulging in African adventures and Russia embarking
upon ' spontaneous infiltration' in Transcaspia. Such
diversions would distract the attention of Paris and
St. Petersburg from their German frontiers and would
have the additional advantage of embroiling them
with London. In a mood of convalescent frankness
he expatiated to Lord Dufferin upon the anxieties
with which he was assailed.

Germany, he asserted, had obtained all possible
desires ; she now belonged to the party of * les satis-
faits \ England also (while she might enjoy a c sport-
ing' war here or there) was essentially in need of
peace in Europe. The great danger was France, who
was ever meditating revenge for her defeat of 1870.
By herself, France would never be dangerous. Yet,
were she to join with Russia, a most menacing situation
might arise. It was to prevent this that he himself
had made his Treaty with Austria, but he was deter-
mined to reinsure himself by establishing close relations
with the Russian Court and of course with England.
He trusted that Her Majesty's Government would
realise the French danger and not drive France into
the arms of Russia. He doubted whether (however
friendly might be the relations between England and
Germany) the former would, if it came to the point,